i. THE MORAL RESULTS  OF
SOCIALIST PLANNED PRODUCTION

U!N MATERIAL results the Soviet Union moves up a
steady incline: her moral advance is steeper still." In
those brief words an acute social and religious observer,
who visits Russia year by year, summed up his impressions
of the achievement of the Soviet Union.

Unquestionably the material results are astonishingly
great, and may well be envied. The moral results are
still more striking, and cannot be obscured by all the
mistakes and crimes which from time to time have caused
triumph to Soviet enemies and sadness to Soviet friends

Moral advance should, indeed, have been expected,
since the material advance itself is due to moral causes.
For a programme which deliberately resolved to organize
all the productive forces on a basis of service rather than
profit, in order that all individuals, whatever their age,
sex, language, or race, should share according to need,
has established itself at the very outset upon moral principles.

The Soviet Union believes in science. It believes in
morality too, and precisely on that account avoids the
constant complaint heard in England of late, and especially
when the social order shows grievous signs of cracking, that
moral growth lingers behind scientific growth. British
scientists themselves, in view of the prostitution of their
achievements, join in the chorus of complaint, though they
too ignore, as Russian scientists consistently refused to
ignore, the things that happen outside their laboratory walls.

In the Soviet Union it is different. Moral giowth
advances side by side with scientific development, and in
the Plan and its results the Soviet achievement is seen at its
best.

Before proceeding to the final stages of this book, where
we shall trace in its vanous aspects the fullness of life which
socialist principles and planning have brought to the
childhood, youth, manhood, and womanhood of all races